[Ask-Upmark kidney: a case report].
A case of Ask-Upmark kidney is presented. An 18-year-old male patient referred to this facility presented with symptoms of hypertension, microscopic hematuria and proteinuria. A hormonal study revealed a high plasma renin activity level. Intravenous pyelography and abdominal computed tomography revealed thinning of the cortex with calyceal dilatation. Arteriography revealed a deep cortical groove in the middle portion of the kidney without renal arterial stenosis. Plasma renin activity of the left renal vein was significantly higher than that of the right renal vein. A left simple nephrectomy was performed under the diagnosis of Ask-Upmark kidney. Postoperatively, plasma renin activity returned to the normal range and a decrease in blood pressure was noted. Recent reports have suggested Ask-Upmark kidney to be a consequence of vesicoureteral reflux rather than a true congenital malformation. Our case indicated no evidence of vesicoureteral reflux and suggests that the lesion was congenital rather than acquired.